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KEY TO AREFA SKETCH MAP

1 200ft hole (P17) (CPC, CRG) 13 Cueva del Osu
2 Pozu del Cantu del Hombre 14 Pozo la Texa (Alphonse's)(CPC,8)
3 Dead Sheep Cave 15 Pozo los Texos (CPC)
4 Pete's Potty 16 460ft shaft (Mohandi) (CPC)
5 Crow Pot 17 Resurgence, small cave (SCOF)
6 Unnamed Cave 18 Cueva del Viento (CRQG)
7 Belbin Sink 19 Cueva del Frieru (SCOT)
8 El Hoyo la Madre 20 Pozo de Vega el Forcau (8)
9 Vega de la Cueva Resurgence (R1)(CRG) 21 P9 (CRG)
10 Trema spring (CRG) 22 Cueva Oscura
11 Pozo Palomeru (P1){CRG) 23 Pozu del Xitu
12 Spring: Ercina fuente 24 Smoked Food Cave
References:
CPC——mmm Journal of the Craven Pothole Club (1963) 3,3,131-137
CRG-—————- Cave Research Group of GB, Publication No.l4 (1965)
SCOF~~——~ —-Ouarnéde (Toulouse) (1976) 7,40-74 '
B Proceedings of the Oxford Univ.Cave Club (1977)No.8

Proceedings of the Oxford Univ.Cave Club Nos. 1-4 (1961-1966) also
contain information on early expeditions to the area covered in
this report

Cave Science No. 41 (Caves of the Cantabrians, by G.C.Cox) (1973)
contains some inaccurate and misleading data on this region.
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'GEOGRAPHY

The Picos de Cornion is the western massif of the Picos de Europa mountains
in northern Spain. The.expedition was to the part of this area covered by
the Province of Asturias (Oviedo), but Leon and Santander also have territory
there. The mountains rise to 2596m within 30km of the aptly named Costa
Verde: the Green Coast. The climate is strongly influenced by oceanic effects
and is rather wet. Rainfall at Bufferara near Los Lagos is recorded as 2119mm
per annum, with June, July, and August being slightly drier than other months.
Despite this, the summer can bring periods of prolonged drizzle and fog, as
well as severe thunderstorms. The latter may be accompanied by hailstones or
winds of prodigious size and intensity: both have been seen to wreck tents
with great ease! Permanent snowfields are a prominent feature of the peaks
and snowplugs persist in dolines and shafts down to at least 1250m in some
cases. The spring thaw must be an important time for continuing cave
development with impressive flooding. The evidence for such annual events
is particularly clear in caves at lower levels, where new vegetation chokes
appear each year in sites far above observed summer water levels. Vegetation
is generally sparse above the level of Los Lagos, and is probably decreasing
in extent with overgrazing by goats, sheep, cows, and sometimes, horses.
Further details of the biology of the area are contained in:

Proposals for the Biological Management of the Parque Nacional

de la Montana de Covadonga, Asturias, Spain. Discussion Papers

in Conservation, University College, London. No.25 (1979).

A NOTE ON MAP COVERAGE OF THE AREA:

In order to reach the expedition area, road maps obtained from the Spanish
National Tourist Office or made by Firestone ( Costa Verde y Picos de
Europa - 1:250,000 ) are quite adequate, and usually in agreement one with
another. At a more detailed level, no really accurate maps appear to exist.
The most accurate looking map is the Mapa de los Tres Macizos de los Picos
de Europa at 1:50,000 scale produced by the Federacion Espafiola de
Montafiismo ( Alberto Aguilera 3, Madrid- 15 ; the same address as the
Comision Nacional de Espeleologia, from whom permits are required to cave
in Spain ). This map is on sale only in Potes, Aliva, Posada de Valdeon,
and Arenas de Cabrales, and is basically the same as the relevant portions
of the Mapa Nacional sheets 55,56,80, and 81. However, the Lambert grid
on those is not reproduced, so map references must be given in terms of
latitude and longitude (W of Madrid, not Greenwich! ). Another 1:50,000
map is produced by the Federacion Asturiana de Montafiismo ( Melquades
Alvarez, 16, 17 Izda., Oviedo ) and this gives full details about the
network of mountain refuges. Its contouring is far less detailed than the
other map, but the rivers, settlements and paths are generally more
accurate. The most used map of the area, and the most easily available,
is the 1:25,000 Mapa Topographico - Excursionista produced by Editorial
Alpina ( Apartado de Correos, 3, Granollers ) entitled Picos de Europa I
Macizo Oriental. This comes complete with a guide book to walks in the
area, but can be rather misleading or confusing to use. This problem is
exacerbated if comparison is made with the other maps! The map which is
considered best by experienced members of the SIE group of cavers from
Barcelona is another 1:25,000 map produced by J.R. Lueje for a book
called Picos de Cornion, published in Gijon in 1968. Unfortunately, this
is not easily available.



CAVE DESCRIPTIONS °

S.H. oF Los LAGOS ( ENOL-VEGA REDONDA )

CUEVA DEL VIENTO

Cueva del Viento was discovered, first explored and surveyed to C.R.G.
Grade 2 by the 1961 Oxford Univers ity Expedition to Northern npaln. In.
some respects the original survey and accompanying descr1pt10n require
amending. This short note does this.

On the original survey the entrance passages to the main chamber are
represented reasonably accurately, with the way on being fairly obvious.
However, since 1961 the muddy passage between the first, small, rift passage
containing a small pool at its NW end has silted up so that the entire
passage contains a deep pool in dry weather. This requires swimming. In
wet weather this part of the cave sumps. .

This pool/sump may, however, be bypassed to the main chamber via some
newly discovered passages at a higher level. Access to this is gained
through a short bedding plane crawl at the top of the 5m climb immediately
before the small rift. passage. Once through the crawl the way ahead along
a rift, ( probably a NW continunation of the small rift passage at a
higher level ) ends after 20m, although the entrance passages may again
be entered through a tight squeeze in the boulder strewn floor of the rift.

To the right in the small chamber after the bedding plane crawl a white
flowstone cemented boulder slope leads up to a bm climb into an abandoned
streamway. This leads on over a wide, almost unrecognisable bridge, for
15m , then divides. The right hand passage slopes down to an abandoned
sump pool infilled with sand and small pebbles. The left hand passage
continues via a shallow pool, then a muddy crawl and short rift to the top
of the main chamber. Part of this route after the ridge may be indicated
on the original survey although the description given above .and the survey
do.not tally well.

“‘Returning to the small rift passage another possible way on"is via a
very tight bhoulder choke at the NW end of the small .rift passage., In wet
- weather a stroamyny may be heard and seen beyond this" ohoke Presumably
this stream is a continuation of the stream flowing in the entrance passages.

The conglompratlon of rooms and passages on the origindl survey from
which 'Rift: ‘Passage' and 'Muddy Passage' lead is in fact one reasonably.
large chamb@r. Access to this is via an easy rift climb from the swim
passage nulmlnatlng in a flowstone covered dome at the top of the chamber.
The route into 'Rift Passage' follows on up the other side of the chamber
via a free climb of 3m on very jagged limestone, After the climb the main
passage to the rift is to the left and down, then right and up to thé NW
end of 'Rift Passage' over or under a ridge of limestone.

The rift itself may be traversed at three distinct levels as far as a
series of muddy crawls half way along its length. In places access between
levels. is possible, : '

, The series of muddy crawls consists of angular passages 0.5m in diameter
" coated in mud. THe actual series appears more complicated than the survey
suggests with some new passage leading to a small S5m high chamber at a
lower level. The route to the sump however, is via the 'Low Chamber',

more rift passage involving easy traversing and Tfinally a stroll down an
inclined (15-20 degrees) abandoned streamway.

Between the 'Low Chamber' and the Tinal sump the rift is possibly at
least 25-30m deep terminating in water. This is presumably the active
streamway. No easy way was fonnd down the rift due to its steecpness and
tightness. i

The far streamway is impressive, but sadly short. An attempt to trace
the water from Cueva del Triero to here was abandoned due ¢ lack of time.
The amount. of time spent in merely locating the entrances from old reports
was largely to blame tor this. Tt is to be hoped that more: recent reports
will prove more useful to future ubers! 4 »



'CUEVA DEL FRIERU

This cave was discovered and explored by the French group, Speleo-Club
Orsay TFaculté (S.C.0.F.). They also surveyed it, using(as we now realise
after consultation of a dictionary and Caving International No. 1) a compass
and Topofil. The latter is a deviee for reeling out cotton thread and
recording its length. The thread bestrews the passage like some demented
spider's web. The Tinal survey was distinctly uninformative: there is no
depth information at all, nor notification of climbs or pitches. We
followed the impressive old phreatic roof tube'upstream' and climbed dowm
the narrow, deep vadose trench to the active streamway, which was followed
for a short distance up- and down-stream. The stream was of such magnitude
that the dye we introduced seemed to exhibit no flow at all. It will be
interesting to see if the cave stream is identical with that seen in the
adjacent Vega de Justiilagar (Jou fleco on Midtkes' map). This certainly
seems possible. We will be interested to know the results of SCOF's dye
tracing from Frieru : a member of SIE(Rarcelona) thought that they had
obtained a result, but didn't have any details. The possibililies appear
to be that the water goes to Cueva del Viento , or to the larpge
resurgence in the upper Tomperi valley. The chemistry of the latter
indicates a large streamway with Jittle solutional activity affecting its
water.

B

- Skunk i Skuunks (:au;
(Cupva def Skumk,)

Cueva del Skunk is situated to the left of the path leading E from the

Vega de Justillagar, in a prominent cliff face just before the col into
the adjacent deep valley is reached. There.are two entrances; one has a
strong inward draught. Skunk spent about three hours investigating the

10m of passage which conveys this to the other entrance. Awkward bends

and squeezes prevent a through trip for normal mortals - and Skunk'









Two oxbows are passed - the ac:cending one on the left leads ur s=2veral climbs
to 2 small steep inle*t with a2 small stream. It climbs to the maximum neight
reached in the cave before it gets too tight. The otaer oxbcw, on the rignt,
consists of phreatic tubes and rifts in unusually dark limestone. The water-
worn dog-tooth calcite (about 6" long) at one end presumably indicates develop-
ment along a calcite vein, Stones were thrown about 10m down a narrow vertical
rict into a pool - it was incredibly slippery, looked difficult and boring (ie.
we might find the bar shut if we bothered to descend it) and was thzrefore
labelled "another bit of sump 1" - although the survey now shows this to be
uncertain, ”

Sump 2 is a large deep rool in the bottom of a large rift, the walls of
which are covered in small sharp scallops. The sump is very convincing and a
bit cool. The stream flows out of sump 2 down a short section of stooping
passage, with amazing small, deep potholes in distinctly brown rock, to a
frothy sump. The liberal spread of froth over much of the passage gives a
pretty clear message! Sump 2 could probably be lowered with masses of bang but
the most promising possibilities for extension involve climbing up the cross
rifts. One of these above the near end of the sump rool was pushed by Skunk -
it probably still goes but someone crazier than Skunk is needed. About 15m from
this, back towards the entrance, another narrower rift was climbed for at least
20m. Loneliness set in at this point and the rift was zetting wider. With the
nature of the cave high level passages would be expected.

Unfortunately for us nearly all the cave had been explored before and at
least some of it surveyed. Both the SIE and the SSSG left evidence of former
visits. The latter left a nasty bit of cardbcard with "Explo et Topo 1977"

I~EBke

scrawled on it, plus lots of cotton (apparently a French suzerman solo survey

technique).
All in all a nice cave and with scme potential for extznsion if you can summon

any energy for caving after the somewhat strenuous walk to get to it.

Tackle

Outside 5m ladder, shcrt belay. to avoid river
20m ladder, short belay.climb to entrance

Climb to upper series 5m ladder, Lm z2lay.
g~ - b








































































































































