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By Our Foreign Staff 

FROM the snow and ice grip­
ping Europe to cyclones in 
Australia and storms in Cali­
fornia and Asia, the extreme 
weather wreaking havoc 
around the world shows little 
sign of letting up. 

In America, flash floods 
and mudslides in California 
and Washington state have 
killed at least 14 peopl 

and fires caused by faulty 
heaters killed more than 220 
people . Romania, where 
mortuaries were filled to 
capacity because frozen 
ground stopped grave-dig­
ging, has the highest casual­
ties from weather-related ·1 
incidents. Cold has killed at 
least 40 in Poland, 35 in Ger­
many, 23 in France, 22 in 
Hungary, 19 in Bulgaria, and 
10 in Moscow. 

More than 12,000 travel­
lers were stranded in the 
Rhone Valley in France by 
ic~ up to ~hes thick on 
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Cracks and Caves 

... ;:f~1:-?~~~i 

Yorkshire, 350 million years 
ago: in the shallow tropical 
seas layers of white chalkv 
mud a~e laid down. · 

' 

As the mud changes to 
limestone, it shrinks causing 
cracks, called joints, which 
split the layers from top to 
bottom. 

280 million years ago: Earth 
movements cause long cracks, 
called master joints, which run 
north west to south east across 
the limestone. 

Water finds its wav down 
through the joints' and along 
the bedding planes between 
the layers. Potholes and caves 
develop. 

'You get mole-madness doing too much 
tunnelling,' says Phil. 'I know . cos I did. 
You become like those funny, grumpy old 
men of the tunnels, with big flat feet who 
eat a lot.' To prove it, he jumps up like a 
frog, filling the tunnel with his squatting 
body. 

Digging the tunnels, sometimes with a 
fork or a child's trowel when there is no 
room for a full-sized spade, is slow. It can 
take a week to dig and shore up three feet. 
Swampy comes up for air: He has fixed his 
lock-on, right at the bottom of a tunnel 
which he himself can barely fit down. He 
smokes a joint, smiling a long slow smile, 
his .. hakis like pelt, and he is blinking in 
the firelight. 
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